
Private Fostering 
 Are you looking after someone else's child? Do you know anyone who is looking   

after someone else’s child? Is someone else looking after your child?  

What is Private Fostering?  

When a child under the age of 16 (or under 18 if disabled) is being  

looked after for more than 28 days by someone who is not a parent 

or a person with parental responsibility or close relative. Private 

foster carers may be adults from the extended family such as a cousin 

or great aunt/uncle. They may also be a friend of the family or other 

connected person.  

What are the common situations that result in a child 

being Privately Fostered? 

• Their mum or dad is ill and has to go away for some time. 

• They have come to this country to go to school, college or get 

medical care. 

• They have fallen out with their family and are staying with a friend or 

neighbours until things are sorted. 

 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council must ensure every child is safe and 

well looked after. They need to know if children or young people are 

being privately fostered so they can check that they are well and happy. 

A child is not privately fostered when: 

• A child has not lived with the same adult for over 28 days 

• The adult does not intend to continue to care for the 

child on a long term basis 

If you have any queries contact the Children’s safeguarding 

hub. 

What should I do if I think that a child may be being 

Privately Fostered? 

If you are offering to look after someone else's child you inform the 

local authority in advance, or as soon as possible about the 

arrangement. If you become aware of a child who is being cared for in a 

Private Fostering arrangement, you should inform the local authority 

about the arrangement. You should do this using the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council's Children’s Safeguarding Hub. 

Call (01482) 395500 

Further information can be found on https://www.erscp.co.uk/ 


